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Even 'I he.itrc Mny Help to ln-
siruct People, Says ni

tariaii Pastor.

BUT KEEP EVIL SHOWS AWAY

Society Amuscmcnts Are Karm-
fnl When They Are Carried

to Exceas.

Indulging in the pastimes, rather than
the form thoy took, wero responsible
for what evll 'here wan In them.
Wlth common sense as the haals, ho
reasoned thnt fnr the welfare of tha
luinipn body and mind amuaementa
¦were as essontlal as uny othor exerclse
and that all were nusceptlble of cor-
ruptlng morals ir carried to extremes.
Jt remalnod with the people, he sald,
to mako anything a pource fnr eviljOr
tor good.

Hn-re Thoir Bad Kenttiros.
iir, Boblnson took up theatre-going,

Ifard-playlng and dnnclng speclflcaily.
Rbey being most wldely discussed from
ihe pulplts of tlie various denomlna-
tlonti.
Prlmarlly ho admltted tho bad tea-

tures of each, but only in cases whero
they were carrled to excess.only
whore oach under Improper conditions
was pervortod antl fallod to Horvo ita
crlglnol end, ceaslng to bo boneflclal
elther sa an amusement for reiaxn-
tlon only or to be Instrucllve to tho
partieiponts. Thn danco, ho declared,
was an instltutlon more than 1,000
years old, being flrst a rellglous cere¬
mony; the theatre oldor, pcrhaps. and
In many -ways as Instructlvo aa the
best of llterature, and cards origlnally
a harmless pastlmo. "And ho," he said,
"we may make ovil out of anything.
Eome of the cruelost thlngs in tho
world havo como from the church and
Its mlniEters."
Taking hls text from two verses of

the Bible ln which mention is made of
danclng and rejoiclng, showing that
it haa been at all times ln accord
with the bibllcil laws to iniike merry
in a Wholesome way, he sald: "Tho
Bupreme object of creatlon is the Itap-
piness of tlie people. Therefore tho
SreatVritera of the Bible toll us »that
the Lord taketh pleasurc ln Hla pco¬
plo."

"Tho wholesale nnd unqualiflod ron-
demnation of current amuaementa,
BUi mclng, attendance upon tbe

eatro nnd playing cards," he con-
evidenoe of oither un-

relopment or the crudenesa
Ho tlien explained how it

..r young poople who have
beon ralK.-;d to look upon these things
with abhorrenco to be narrow enough
to feel thut thoy deserved nll the con-
demnation that Is being henped upon
11 em. Ild friuiklv admltted that whon
ho came out of tho seminary ho hold
the samo views.

Steal Away to Gnmblc.
"But it wus not long before I saw

and saw clcarly that tho poople who
were doing tbe work of tho church
and the work of the wisrld wore people
who attended tho theatres, played
cards and danced unless they wore
too old to dance. Tho samo ls truo
of the clty of Hlchmond."
Concerning the views of many that

danclng and playing cards ln the hotn<
*>re productlve of bad niorals, he sald
ihal lt -waa better to have tho chil¬
dren play wlth tho members of tho
famtly than to havo them mako gam-
hlers of themselves by Indulgin?^ in
thelr deslres in the alleys and other
(orbldden places.

One boy, he said, may go wrong
from playing cards at home, whllo
those who cannot tako pnrt ln an
amusement which when properly car¬
rled on in the right envlrotiments, aml
oonsequently have to frequent other
places, are tho ones who till the gairi-
hling houses nnd become moral de-
generates.

"Rellglous ladles mako a great mis¬
take ln their harslt and unwarranted
rondemnation of these amusomonts,"
he said. "That thero la danger In
fjiom. wo all know; that harm has
rome out of them, we all plalnly seo,
but the remedy is not in nbollshlng
these thlngs: we need a sane and
Wholesome restrtctlon.

"Tagr" Gamp Too Tame.
"The idea that the young poople aro

so eedate as to contont themselves
With playing 'Authors,' 'Tag' anil
.Drop-the-Handkercbic-f.' Is wrong.
They want the thythm of the dance
fiome of the worst people in the world
don't know the llrst step in tho danco,
or one card from another. and perhap*.
jiever went to the theatre."
Though he asrrees that in oortaIn re-

irpects the theatre i* as bad as some
of the othor morallsts havo pnlnted
lt, Mr. Ttoblnson looks upon it as a
great force for oduoation and in many
tai?es for good.

"Tho drama." he sahl, "Is o\i! when
lt makes wrong triumph over right
find paints vice in attractive gulse."

-'JHnstrating this polnt, ho called to
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winium ,v. Webb in.
.Relatives of WtUlatn A. Webb, for

tnerly of 6 Bouth First Btreet, thi
clty, woro notlfled ln u telegram ro
celved yesterday of iii.1- serlous Uinos
|n the Unlverslty Hospital, Charlotte*
Yille. An operatlon haa been perform
.d; but lt win be im.wlblo to tel
f,l Its eui-o.-.-i-. ojr fallure for >-<-v< ra
days. A brother Shepherd IVi lel
yesterday tn li¦. at i( ln dslde Ui
T\'rbii was > bu Iti tn CharloUe*
yUU *'. y. t tlme ha wan i>ti'li;U*u.

\POWHATANMURDER TRIAL BEG/NSTO-MORROW\

FUREBAGX SNOW
COMES II SPRING

Ground-Hog's Revenge Was
Sweet, and the Streets Made

Him Joyful.
Determinod to got oy»n with those

who hnd mallgnod hlm, tho ground'
hog CHinu back yesterday wlth a

whlrlwlnd of sloot aml SHOW, whlch
was a trillo out of season. During the
nmrnlng lt camo down stoadily, thou
turned to slush about ns disagreeblo
ns any pcen in these parts heretoforo,
There was nothlng iu lhe air Satur-
tlay tn indlcato a return of wlnter,
though tho tomperature dropped about
midnlglit and by daylight there was

slcet.
Tho mnn who purchased a new

spring suit for St. Patrick's Day slgn¬
ed heavlly and spoke feellngly ot

hopes long deferred as lio turned on

tho steam whon he had planned to bo

swaggering on the street as belib;

sport, ln "the latest thing for tlio tirst
warm daya" Outside tho tlakoa grow
larger antl thickor, and the bclls toll-
ed for the morning servlces ln tho
churohe?, whero thero waa many a va¬

cant fout because the winter clothe3
had been packed away with tho moth
balls.
Everybody grumbU-d, not because u

wa-s an unheard-of Ihlng to bave a

big snow in the tntddlo of March, but
because lio had boped that a spaS-
modic and unsatiafactory winter had
entlrely glven away to an early spring.
Some peopio who wero inclined to be

soml-hiiniorous cracked the old Joke
about the ground-hog's revenge, whllo
others mado nono too cotuplimentaiy
remarks about the beautlful. Certain
pious members of the Blues Battallon
spoke lovlngly ubout the shoe-depp
slush, and mnrmured among them¬
selves, "Remlnds us so much of Wash¬
ington and Mr. Taft, and." then the
conversatlo'n went into romlnlsccncea
not relatlve to the weather.
As a matter of fact. however, aside

from tho snow, tho day bore no ro-

sornblanco to tho stormy time, when
without tolllng Chief Mooro anything
about it, the "highs" and tho "lows"
got togethor for a flafeback.
Though lt came like a thlof in tfip

nlght, thore was llttle bluster about
thia storm.just snow and slush aml
plenty of It. Flrst it came with raln.
then tdoct and flnally anow, which
seemed to bo satisfactory to the weath¬
er machlne, and continued through tho
day. "With littlo, lf any.'.-rise in tom¬
perature, lt quickly tljrncd into a

dough-like siibstanco ^ggch clung to
the feet llko glue and-'-grme rally sooked
in to the skin. -3r~

OVERBEY NOT VKT ASSIGA'TSll
Tl) PEIUlAMSNT WORK

F. W. Overbey, the eonvlcted caslitei
of tho Mecklenburg Bank, who arrive:
lat the penitentiary last Tuesday tc
serve a sentence of throo years, hat
not yet boen assigned tb rogiilar worlt
Slnce his arrlval ho has boen iloin,
light clerical work in tho offlce. IIb
pormanont work while an Inmate ol
tho prison wlll be of tliat character.

0. at. .lonxsov,
iiiniiiif of SPurdcred Mnn.

WATSOM MTER5
TD QUIT BOARD

Madison Ward Wants Man

Equally as Good to' Serve as

Police Commissioner.
l'olice Commlsslonor Watson My¬

er*. of Madlson Ward, has an¬

nouneed that he will not bo a. candl¬
datc again for tho posltion after hls
preaont term of ofllee c.xpirca on July
1, as ho will movo out of the ward.
T: re wlll bu no lack of candldates for
tho placo, a posltion covoted by many,
nnd seven mon of solld standing ln
-Madlson Ward aro belng urged to
make, tho race. Thoso who havo been
mentloned and whose frlonds wlll urgo
them to rou are Colonel Jo Lane Stern,
Newton B, Ancarrow. XV. IL Campbell,
George Bryan, John C. Frecrnun, Bur-
ne.tt Lewls and M. F. Llndncr. Though
none of them has made authoritatlvo
announeement of hls intention to be a
oandidate for the position, lt ls be¬
lleved that none wlll refuse to listen
to tho advlces nnd wishes of his
friends.
Poliee commissioners are elected by

thu Clty Council, the term of olllce run¬
nlng for slx years. Thero ls plenty of
time, for tho vacancy will not occur
for a llttle ovor threo months. It ls
tbe great desire to havo as members
of the commlssion men of solid worth
uml [nfluence and men of equal stand¬
ing. The board ls now composed of
strong business and professional men,
and they do not wish to seo a change
which will rollect on the body.

DOG OWNER COMPLAINS
Weat Grpce Street Ilcrdilent Wlll l'ro.so-

cute Tltlof Who Kllled Spanlcl.
Joseph Wallersteln, of 1S"7 West

Grace Stroet, complalned to tho police
several days ago, that ln hls noigh-
borhood it is almost linposslblo to
keep dogs supplled with medala or
collars. Thursday nlght Mr. Waller-

|: i.i-in mlssed' a vory valuablo water
Ispaniol, and the next morning tho ani-
inal wns found wllh its medal and
collar gone, and a holo in Its neck,
whleh wa.s made ln the effort. of a.
Ithitf to steal them. Tho dog died Fri¬
day.

"It was tho thlrd medal I had bought
alnce the Isi of January," says Mr.
Wallersteln, "nnd all threo wer-u
stolen. lf cltlzeng allow thelr dogs to
run iu tlio slreet without the llcenso
tags, thore is alway* danger of hav-
fng them taken up by the dog.catch¬
ers. and tho owner, before he can claim
bis anlmal, ia tsubjected to a fino of
$2 for violatlon of ;i citv ordinance."
Mr. Wallersteln is searchlng for tho

thlef. aml if hc Is camrht will .spare no
expense in n prosecution.

SKYSCRAPER WORK HALTS TILL
MAYOR GETS A LOWER BERTH

Rush of Tourist Travel from Florida Ties Up All Pull
man Reservations on Atlantlc Coast Line.Hence

Charlcston's Woiuto Cannot Bc Erected Now.
They aro coming back from Florida

ihr..,. daya by the car load, having
literally been drlvon away by tha lieut.
you may not notlce lt hei-e, wlioro

ln
rthward,
ou must
¦.i upper
tu r.iil-

d.itions. but it 3 ou hap]
tbe South and try to nw
Bh eplug overnlght. en roi
\sait, for thbro ls nol c

berth to bc had. Accor
road men, tho seaepn has t-> < n good,
with a giadiin] exodua trom Florjda,
and wlth plenty of space left. But hi
wall has como forth from the South.
The Mayor of tho quaint old city

of Charleston happeped to have a na¬

tural grievance ihe other day whon he
was ln :>¦ hurry to roach Xew York t)
close 11 contrael f1""" the erectlon of an
elght-Stprj ulllee building, whlch wlll
be the flrst of its kind tn tii.it good
man's town. Belng a busy cltizen, he
sent hia secretary to the offlce of tha
Atlautii- Coast Une for a lower berth,
..Take an upper, son," ha said. "if you
curi get a iQwer;"
Bu| the secretary returned wlth the

Btatemenl thal very berth had been
sold and paid for p,nd thaft i<. would
noi be poBslble f~> securo one for iho
Mayor of Charleston until Aprlj 7,
The -Mayor hasu't roai-heil N.-w Yorl;
yet, but tho citizens are more lutor-
ested ln the dlbbtness of that elght-
?'ot-.e skyscraper than in the affliction
nf on.- wiu, must all i. the day fceach
ir in- u-.-iveis at nlBht.

.|'i.i 1.- is very much tlie gamo tale
liroin tho Seaboard Ali Une, whi.-h
\omi an - ,i s^eela] tsurtet LraJu Uki.-

the AHatiii, Coast Une. That bllz¬
zard whlch came wlth tho departure
of Mr. Pobspv.elt from the White. Houso
terriflcd tho tourlsts in Florida, ami
they decidoil to wall ovor, Xow thoy
aro hurrylug home aud tha rush is 60
great thal they have aolsed all tho
I'uiiiniia roservattona. Thero is no¬
thlng dolhg ai iii'- way stafiona.
"Tho -"¦'-¦<i!i has beon good." sald a

passenger man last nlght, "and the
railroads needed tho business to help
them along. You havo doubtles>s
notlcod Uml many of those human
Bwallows are findlng tho climate of
Richmond Just about tho thlng the
doctor ordered. two hot down South
ai .I too liliistei-ing- around Now York.
So they stop here, enjoy tho ground-
b .. weather, sip a littlo tea in tho af-
t.eru.i, look ovor this fine city, and
enJoy thorasolves. Muuager Fry, of
tlu- Joffarson Hotel, was in Plo'rlda
some weeks ago an,i ho pathted such a

glowlng pieture that hundreda of poo¬
ple have beon comlng to Richmond

erj day. It helpa, Also lt holps to
advertlso, an.i lt must be sakl that
these pepRlo found tlmt -Mr- Fry liad
the rlghl s.ii-i et' goods t.> .leliver."

But whlle tho rush (nmi iho South
continues the i.cai, 0r the wayfarlng
man, must walt Not bel'ig wise, he
jnlluwetl tho tOUrlSta to get all of the
loweva aml the sections. Iloneo lt is.
that no wqrfc on tlmt. Chacleston *l<y-

uper wlll begln iintil the AtlantlcjCoftat 1.1,ie ,;,., como netnss with ;.
I'cd in * I'ulJiuau car.

SHERIFF K. A. n.VUGII.

WT. V. HOMFANT,
tiraiiiiiiiiwciillli'., Attnrlipi

PENALTY TO-DAY
Negro Convicted in Twenty-One
Minutes, Makes Full Confession

of Terrible Crime.
Arthelius Chrlstian, colored, convict¬

ed in Bototourt county for the m irdcr
of Annic May Dobbs, a four*cen ye.ic
old glrl of Olon Wilton, will be elec¬
trocuted at tho penitentiary thn morji-
ing. Christian, who Is only elgnteen
years old, mado full confession ol tho
crinio at the tlmo of his trial, on tho
day after tho murder. The jury
brought ln a verdict of murder in tho
first degreo just twonty-ono minutes
after tho court had been called to
order. He waa Immedlately Eentenced
to dle, and was brought to tho oer.l-
tentiary that afternoon.
The crime was eommittod lato in tho

nfternouii of February 18, Christian
waylaid tho girl in a lonoly strip of
woods not far from her home, and
cut her throat from car to ear. The
hody was not found until some tlmo
later. Immedlately tho nif-ii of ho
nelghborhood began the search for her
murdorer. He was captured at lt)
o'clock that night about a mile from
iron Gate, rushed at once to tho jail
at Clifton Korge, where he was kept
overniglit, Unuer heavy guard, he ,vas
carrled to the courthouse at l-'incastlo
on the following morning
Though the trial was tho most oxpo-dltloua in the hlstory ot crlminal cases

in the State, thero wua great fear of
lynohing, even after the sentence had
boen pronounced. Still In charge of a
large posrfo of artned men, tho prlsoner
was hurrled to this city that day and
placed in th- detontion COil at tho pen-
itentiaa'y. ln the caso of Christian, the
time olnpsing between the date pf the
sentence and tho execution has been
shortor th.in that allowed any other
man electroeuted ln this State.

HOLD UP TWO CLAIMS
Sniinilers. I.eary nnd Wliiston Overdrnw

City < tiiiiliigi-iit Fund.
Report has it that two claims. ap¬

proved by tbc City Council, wlll be
held up by Auditor Warren when ib*
bllls reach his offlce. Tho account-i
r:i» the bill of John G. Winaton. otllcial
stenographer in the ilumo inveuilga-
tjon; for $738, and a blll of Clyde w.
Scunders and John P. Leary for rovis-
inc registratlon books under insliuc-
tirns of the Hustinga Court, amount
ing to $2,2S9.C2.

Uiu alleged ground of Atlditor War-
rcn'a refusal ls that both accounts
como out of tho contingent fund, pnd
that the fund will not stand the
straln. |The budget orlginally provlded a
contingent fund of $2,'.'.12.(1.1. whlch was
reduced $.ri00 by an amendment on tho
iloor transfe ng this amount to tho
Sheltering ArmB Hospital.
Curlously enough, the budgot, with

tho reduced contingent fund und tbe
two eliiinis in tiuestion. all passed tho
Board of Aldermen the same nlght.They woro audlted. and tho city i.s lta-
ble I'or tbe monoy. whether the Couu-
ell makes a suiilolent appropriation
or not. If Mr. Wlnston gets there.
flrst, ho may collect hla bill before
tho fund. is exhausted..

THE WEATHER
Forcenst: Vlrsinlo and Xorth Caro.

1 Inn.i-'nir ?ln,niay, precedcd by rnin
nenr the eon«t; Tuesday fnlr wlth ris-
iug tempcratwes br!«U north ivlndv.

CONDITIONS VESTERDAY.
Riehmnnd's weather was cold, wltn

snow. Thermomotor at midnight, 3*.
CONDITIONS IN IHPOKTAT CITIES.
(At 8 p. M.. Eastern Standard Time.)

Place. Ther. HT. Weather.

Di'THDTilPS
AT MUROER TRIAL

I'tiwlintnii Citizens Want Court
tu Deal With Prisoners A<>

CoYtHri'g to Evidcncc.

TO GO THERE UNDER GUARD

Hehrico Uffic.crs Lt:avc To-Day
Witli Negroes.Grand Jury

Kcady to Act.

Iho alleged accomplfceH Irt the
Sklpwlth-Johimon tnurdor eiiso wlll bo
taken to Powhatan Courthouse irom
Illchtnond this morning, leavinff' by
the Southern Railway tmin at 11
o'clock ln chargo of Dopilty Hhortrf
Traylor and Constable Huivh, of Hen¬
rlco county, and Pollcemap C. M.
Johnson, of Rlchnioud, brbthto of Wni-
ter G. Johnson, 'nnd who was nio.it 00-
tively engaged ln worklng up tlio case
nmi runnlng down what appears to
havo been a rriik of assasslnu who
were -to havo commltted several more
murders before tht.-;.- bloody work was
dono.
Tho trlnl wlll not. begln untll to-

morrow morning. Slx of the flfteen
negroes who havo beon arrested as
chief consplrators or accompllcos have
yet to be Indlcted. A special grand
jury I.s now in session, nnd lt Is ex-

pected tliat lt wlll return true bllls
agalnst the accused to-nlght. lf thore
I.s any delay, there, will be plenly of
tlme to-morrow morning before tho
trial begins.
Though the crime. whlch also In¬

cluded the burning of Mrs. SklpWlth'S
house after sho nnd Johnson bad been
murdered, is probably the worst ln
the annals of Powhatan county, no
mob vlolence Is npprehended. The peo¬
plo rea'llze that justlce Wlll be meti-d
out ns qulckly ns posslble. ond that.
tlie usual delays of the law will not
bo rerortotl to In thls case.
There was a wild rumor to tho ef-

Ifeet tliat some negroes had threatetjed
lln take the prisoners from the county
j.lall, but that has proved to be untrue.
Tho mllltary forces of the State will
not be called out, unless the unexpect-
ed should happen.
Though' thero are flfteen prisoners.

tho trial will. It Is said, bo rinished
inslde of two or three days. The two
Taylors and Lewls Jenklns wlll bo
convicted beyond a doubt, as they are

said to havo beon the leaders of the
gang.

WOULD EXTEND WORK
lluniieiK.t Sorlety Secs Opportunity tot

Sprend of Hellglon In France.
The tenth annual meetlng of tho

jltuguenot Society of Vlrglnla was hold
last nlght at tho second Presbyterlan
Church ln the presence of a largo audl-

The annual address was dellverod by
the Ror. Wallace Palmer, D. D., er
Lynchburg, who ln a scholarly man¬

ner traced the hlstory of the Reforrn.i-
Itlon ln Kranco Tlio society ln \lr-
iglnla. composed largoly of descendant*
of the Huguenots. has slnce Its organ-
izatlon contrlbuted to the support of
(Protestant mission work in France.
Dr." Palmer spoke of the rlse of ihe
rteformation movement ln I-'rance, un¬
der John Calvln and other leaden
withln and without the Roman Church.
giving an insight into the polltlcal
hlstory of the times. and tho persecu-
tion of the Protestants. Including a

graphic descrlptlon of the massacre -.f
St Batholomew's Day. when under or¬

ders of tbe French King. nearly 100,-
000 people wore murdered.
He followed the movement down

through another ccnturv to tho revoea-
tlon of tho Kdlct of Nantes. and tho
succ-eeding persecutlon ln whlch It
Iwas estlmated that fully 400.000 rofu-
goes left I-'rance. a large pronortion
comlng to tbe American eolonles
Torning to present day condition^

ln France. Dr. Palmer told of recent
enactments of the French govemment
for the scnarntion of cburch and st,it».
Innd th« thmwlncr off hv the govern-
imeiit or all Interfarence from tbe Vatl-
can The-tlino. be thoucht. was rlpu
for tbe development of Protestanti-n-

lln France. now swinirlng largely from
ICathqllcIsm to Infldelltv ?nd agnostlc-

Rev Jem "Wither«poon. X>. V.. and
Tlov.' Tttisseii Cecil. D. D.. took part in
the service.

ttr. Wlfinr *o S»e*k.
Richmond Academv of Medicine anrl

Sttre-erv w'11 meel to-morrow "lent at
K-sri fiVlnrk in th» ball of tbe M«-
ebtmios' Tesiltute KlevoMh arirl 'Brond
*t,..etP The addve-.-will be dellyerod
l,v V)r Cre»»v ti "VVtUnir Chief Statls-
ti.-ian of ?he trni^erl Stotes Census Tlu-
'.°aii The m»etlna- wlll be nrifn to
tho entlr medlcal nrof<*x«lon .." Rlch-
.nnti.l nnd to the publlc generally.

TO EREGT STATUE
AS A MEMORIAL

Charitable Organization of St.
Peter's Parish Plans to Honor

Its Founder.

Impressive servlces were held last

night ln St. Poter'a Catholic Church.
under lhe ausplces of tho Conference
of St. Vinccnt de Paul of St. Pete.r h

Parish, Blahop Van Do Vyver lead¬

lng in tho solemn vesper service.
Special music mado au attractive

feature a lavge male choir under tbc
dlrectlon of Mjs. Arcber, belng- as-

sistcd bv more than 100 altar boys,
tralned into a boy choir by Brothcr

St Peters Parlsh plans tho ob3er-

vance of the'seventy-flfth anniversary
of the erectlon of tho present church
next fall, when tho dlamond jubllco
wiii be approprlatoly celobratod, tho

now parish-house helng dedicated at

that tlme. Tho conference, which has

iu linnd tho collection and dlstrlbutlon
ot the charitable funds of the congre¬
gation, plans as its part ln the anni¬

versary tho erectlon in the vostlbula
of a statue of St. Vlncont de Paul. to

bo a memorial of tbe Rev. Father
O'Brien, tho flrst pastor m' tho churoli,
and founder of tho socloty, also tho

founder of St. Josoph's Orphan Asylum.
A large collection was taken to de¬

fray tho cost of installlng tho statue,
which wlll hnve at its baso a box Into
which contrlhutlons for the poor of
the parish moy be placed.
Tho sermon last nlght on "Charlty,

ns Rxompllfled In tho Work of the St,
Vincent De Pnul Sooietles," wns de-
llvered by tho Rev. Father McKeefrey.
Solemn bouedlotion was pronounced by
nishop Van do Vyver at tho closo of
tho service. ln the vosper serv.loes tho
liishop wus as-slsteil hy Father O'Reilly,
t>. S. B. of New Vork, and by Faiher
Uilseiian, of St. Fetev's Paj'ish.

WISE MAN WINS BY DOPING
AGE OF F001LIGHT STARS

Took Bet Promptly When Other Fellow Declared That
Jolin Drew Is as Old as Crane, Then Gives

Facts About Some Other Favoritcs.
r«cts woro mado ycstorduy by a mnn

who eln.ltiia tn know ovorythlng aliniit
tho stage that John Drew was ns old
ftS William II. Crane, anrl thnt Nnt
Oootlwlii wan older than Iloso Cogldnn.
"Vou nre tui," sultl tlie wlso man, "and
I'll show you'how you nro ln wrong.
Drew's ralmoiU may llt hlm moro
sutigly than tftat wlilch Is mado for
old man Crano, but old man Crane has
lilm sklnned whc\i lt. comea to ago,"

Sovernl books woro made, after
wiibb the wlso man proceeded to rat-
tlo thern off, Just an a child would rc-

|pont the milltlpllcatfon table.
"I'or Instance." ho sald, "Crano was

burn In 1846. whlle Drew Is only flfiy-
six years old. Can you count tho dlf-
ferener? Well, let'S proceeil. RO'se
Coghlan ls fifty-ntnn, whllo Nat Oood-
wln ls Just llfty-twn. When Lllllah
Russell wan brro you dldn't notlce any
wrlnklos, tlld you? Of courso not, anil
yet she tlps tho soales at forty-ni!t»
yeara, ovor, lf nhn did look as frcsh ns
a dobutante. Vou can't tell thoir agoby the wny they look on the stage.
Nuw T'll wnger that when Kdna Wal-
lace Hopper comes along and you see
hor on tho stago you'll miss hor age
by ten years. She Is thlrty-flvo; Nazt-
mova Is thirty. Nordica is furty-one_
according to the way I doped it.and
Margaret Illlngton ls twcnty-elght;
May Robson was born In 1S68; Eleanor
Itobson flrst saw the Ilght of day In
l»80i Anna Hold? Thtrtv-six, or I'm
no judge;

WOULD REGULflTE
CITT'S TRIFFIC

Suggest*"1 That Board of Police
Comm _rs Draw Up Ordi¬

nance to Suit Conditions.
An ordlnanco to regulate tralllc has

been suggested by several prominent
men who are acqualnted wlth trafflc
regulatlons In the larger cities of tho
North. where, as for instance ln New
Tork, spoclal pollce squads aro pro¬
vlded for tho purpose.
Rtchmond has no trafflc regulatlons

worthv of note, fhough the incrcaso
in the niimber of vehlcles, especially
autornobiles, in the past few years
would seem to make the passage of
some ordinance relating to tbc sub-
ject an eseenttal part of tho clty's
Uh-f. It has been suggested that the
Board of Police Commissioners draw
up an ordinance regulating trafflc and
present if to the City Council for
adoptlon by that body.

It i>; belleved that proner rrgulations
str'ctly pttforeed would prevent nu¬

merous accldonts to vehlclc passengers
and pedostrlans.
There would be a rule on the ttirning

of eorners. on sp«"l at certaln con-
trested points nnd general rules ax to
h.,w to pass other vehlcles going ln
either dlrectien T^ere is srreat lax-
Ity now. lt Is complained. in the way
trafflc ls allowed to 'go ln any man¬

ner whatever. for every drlver, it
seems. has a dlfferent method of tak¬
ing eorners and passlng other vehl¬
cles, and the result. In many co»es. U
general confusion. and. perhaps. an

accident that otherwise could havo
been prevented. Of course Richmond
has not the congested trafflc seen ln
other and larger eltles. but still sev¬

eral of the clty fathers think there
ts sufficlcnt exouse to regulate lt.

SCARED BY *«TTI,K IX ri.OlDS.

Sh*m Fltrht t>t Tr««»t»«. Tleproiluced III
y!.r. V-«.-«.»'-'l«-.l Orn-1 »lt|,.,...r«.

lIEiri^T/Rv.nr;. Marcli 21..A terrify-
intr nbenornenon in the beavens re¬

cently nlarmed the sttnerstltious vll-
lagers of Dorzbach and Oborimsbaph,
in the frontler of Baden aml vVurtem-
bcr:r. In tbe clouds. lust beforo 10
o'clock in tbe forenoon, there aon»ared
a brtcbt red strenk. on which could be
i-itninb- seen a Inndseape. with fields,
utrenms nnd woo'ls. a'oonc- whleh two
bndies of tmnns ln hn«He fo>-matlon
wero advanclng toward enoh other. flr-
Inn vnllevs. The puffs of smokc wero

e.lesriv vlslble.
Half nn hniir later tbe pieture sud-

denlv disanneared. but tbe oxolternent
jitid fear aroused amonsr the vtltacrers
Insted untll next morning. when the
exnlanation annenred In tho news-
naners of the distriet tbat a sham Peht
bad been held, by tbe garrlson of Mer-
gehthelm. some twentv mlles dlstant
and had caused the mirage.

DISCUSS BONDS
Three Council Committees Will

Take Matter Up in Joint
Session.

Two meetlngs of unusual Interest
and importance to the welfare of tho
city aro on thls week's calendar at thn
Clty Hail. one being a publlc hearlng
to-morrow night of citizens interested
in proposed changes in the form of
citv govemment. and on Thursd/iy
night Joint conslderatlon by the Com¬
mittees on Finance, Water and Streot;;
of the proposed bond Issue of $1,000,-
000 for sewers and water malns. Each
meetlng will attra-ct a large attend-
ance.
Tho Special Commlttee on Changes

in tho Form of Govemment invite for
the meetlng to-morrow nlght sugges-
tions from all Interested citizens, crltl-
clsms of points of weakness In the
present form of govemment and sug-
gestlons for betterment. The meetlng
is prellminary in its nature, as tho
ccmmlttee has just organized and writ-
ten to othor eltles for Information us
to recent changes ln their form of
governnient.
Tbe commlttee wishes to estnbllsh

cleafly tbe polnts of weakness tn the
present system bofore beglnriing work
on a plan to obviato them.
Tho proposal of City Engineer Bol.

Ing for the lssuauce of sowor and wa¬
ter bonds is the most extenslve and
fai -reaching city Improvement twder-
tnken ln recent years, and, lf oarrt.-.d
out ln Its ontlt'ety, wlll du much fnr
the health and comfort of several large
sections of the clty now unlnipi ived,
and at the same tlme tnnd to greatly
enbance taxablo values In those aroas.
Tho Committees on Rellof of tho Poor

and Collection of Dollnouont Taxes,
nre scheduled to meet to-nlght,

MImn Otey Aupntnted.
Jliss Wlllio Otey, who has beon a.

nurse at the Virginia Hospital slnce
her gi-nduntlon thero several yenrs ago<
has been appointod suporlntoudont of
tho Home for Inournblos. Sho wl)l en¬

ter upou her new dutles this week.

'.-Mrs. I'lsko wns born tho year th*
war closctl.It Isti't always propor to
mention the ago of a groat ac.troas, »o
I tvi11 not. Mrs. IjCmIIc Carter wns bor:i
throo years boforo Mrs. Flsko, wblio
Vlula Allen nnil Mrs. Flslte are tlm
samo aB«- Mamlo Adams ls thirty-
seven, Blftnclle llaten thlrty-tilx. nnl
Elliol Barrymore wns Jtm twcnty-nlna
the othfir day, whon she got married.
"Chauncey Olcott and Mrs. Carter aro

lhe same ugo. Grace Gcorgo aud Mli.s
Bnrryniore were born tho same year,
Whleh was two years after Oeorge Co-
han canio Into thls world,

"I could go on nnd glve you a whole
brigaile of them. and rn hot on eyery
date, only It lsn't worth whlle, but
it makes me weary to hear folk Say
that. John Drew Is aa old nn Clr&ne,
There nro a lot of new ones who havo
Jutnped into prorninen'o In rOCCtit
years. and they bolong to tho seond
squadron, flrst division, only they
lmven't eultlvated the splrlt of gfoRi-
nesi--. Mnybc they wiu ln time."
When ho had walked 8way tlie oth¬

ers who paid up cheerf*ully 0:1 th'e
Cranc-Dre.w proposition wore Irtcllned
to say thlnge. "I'd rathor lost mor.e .

than wln it iiy keeplng a lot or ruh-
btf.b llko that In my head." sald 6n£,
"and It'fi no olnch now that iie gave
nll of that list correctly."

But tliey looke.] ln a refercnco boo*t
and fouml that tbe wisc man had cai'-
ed the turn

KIDNAPPERS CO
Tl DEATH CHAIR

Virginia Statute Is Most Stringcnt
Against This Form of

Extortion.
Efforts on the part of the pollce

authurltler, of the Unlted States to
locate the abductors of Wlilte Whitla,
tho elght-year-old son of Attorney
James I'. Whitla, of Sharon, Pa., wlio
was kldnapped last Woek and tvho
belng held for a lansom of $10,000,
have caused a wldespread discussion
of the various State statutcs agalnst
the crime of kldnopplrtg.
Tho ca*e at Issue gtves promlso ot

belng another "Ciiariie Ross" affalr,
antl It ln probable thn- in tl
the ppnalties for kldnapplng w:

mado moro severe.
Tho crime ltself ls- almost unknonu

in Virginla, aml bul few people are
uw.ire that a conviction would proh-
ably l^a<! the perpetrator to thi e|<
tric chair. the ..ff- belng oi

v ¦!:.
Ishment aa itt penalty. or on
jprlsonment ln tho penitentiary, at tht
option of tlie Jury.

Seetlon 8»T8 ..f tho Code ot Virginla[relates oxclusiyely to "Kldrtapping
witb intent to extort m.-'ti-.y." and th.-
punishment, and reads -ai follows:

"If nny person selze. tako or teereU
any other person with intent 10 ex¬
tort money, or peciinlary benefit, he
shall bo ppnished wlth death: or, in
the dlscretlop of tbe jury. be conRftet]
ln the penitentiary. noi less thati elgl
nor more than elghteen years."

Slnce the famous Cudnhy kldpapplllg
case some years ago. many W«i»tern
States have adopted statutcs mod
jon the Virginla law. making th(! of¬
fense punlshable by death.

AMUSEMENTS.
Academy.-Matlttee and Mgbt, Uen

Urect Players.
IHJou.."Tcsns."
I.uItlu.O0aU9ue.ua YauilrWlle.

Ben firrtt Players.
A dlstlnct novelty in dramatic pr>-

ductlons will bo affnrdotl at the Acad
mv to-day, matlnec and night, wlicn
tbo Ben Groct I'layers wlll prespn:
"The Merchant of Venlce" and "Mu-
belh," two of Shakespeare's most ppp
ular plays ln the Elizabothan itiannei.
Tbe novelty of tlio presentailon-* ll*s
ln the fact that the plays wlll bc pre¬
sented from the complete text hy a

company famous these- twenty ya,-i

in England and thls country for their
falthful adherence to the Idoals of
Shakespeare, nnd for the eharni pf
thelr performane.es.free (rom e.tag-j
trapplngs and "stars," and for a per¬
fect ensemble. The stage aettjiigs wi'l
show a hail or theatre uf Shakespeftra's
tlme. "Tho Merchant of Venlce" wi'l
be presented ln the afttrnoonv ani
"Macbeth" at night. Owing to tbc in¬
torest taken by tho schools of thls
engagement tho matlneo will start al
3 o'clock.
"Texas" at tho UIJoo.
Manager MoKee makes another dls¬

tlnct change in bls lino of attractlon-i
at tho Bijou this week by jumping
from pastoral to the romantlc. "Texas"
ls not a melodrama. Nelther is lt *
blood and thunder play. But lt ih
teeming with stirrlng sltuations, tonsd
down wlth blts of humor and pathos.
which appeal to thoso who love tho
sound drama. Thero are somo herolos,
fome vlllalny, some love and somo
humor, all comblning in a story nf
right nnd wrong, wlth right winning
ln tho end. The east is said to be ex-
eeptionally strong for popular pricea,
IVIblo'a Travel Talks.
Tbe American humorl8tftour|st,' l-'r I

Niblo, returns to the Academy of M11-
flc Wednesday nlght for the yecund
of his tlelightful piotorlal "Talks »f
Travel in DUtant Lands." whon he will
present Egypt from Cairo to Khnrtoum.
The omphatlc suqeess aehleved by Mr.
Niblo in his superb pfemler offerlpg ot
Africa at lhe Academy, has resulte-1
in a constantly lncreasing demand for
seats for intonseiy Interesting /.lgzig
journeys through the most plcturesquu
country in the world to-day.
"Fllty Mlle» From Boston,"
Georgo M. Cohan has chrlstencd hls

latest rural muslcal ftomody "Flfty
Mlles Froin Boston," and Cohan and
Harrls wlll present it next Friday and
Saturday and Saturday matlneo nt tho
Academy, wlth what ls sald to ho the
most. oxpenstve east on tour. Ednt
Wallace Hopper, Sunanna Leonnrd
West ford, Elllian Russoll's sister. '.Ull
appear in a promlnonl role, as wi'l
Joseph N. Sparks, nup«ell Plneus and
others. "Harrlgan," "Boys W'-o Ebr'it
the Flames," "Jack and Jill," "Mv
Small Town Gal" and "Aln't Tt Awful"
nre among the Cohan song hits of tho
plece.

REBUKED BY TEACHER
YtniiiK Bnv Croivi So Demnonricnt Thnt

He Cnmniltm Siileltle.
PTin.ADKLPHIA. PA., Maroh 31..

Tiespondent beeauso hls teacher h'cpl
scolded hini I'or tlrnwiiur dtti-lng scKn.ol
hours, fourteen-yoar-ohl Ailetlu Oa!'-
legaun commltted suiclde to-day byl taking sulphate cf s-trychnig.


